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is home to hundreds of T

unique to the area and several of which are threatened or endange

Fresh water reaching the Delta is the core of California's water system,
which conveys high quality water to 25 million people throughout the Bay
Area, the Central Valley, and Southern California. Delta-conveyed water
supports farms and ranches from the north Delta to the Mexican border
that are a source of financial stability for the state and that produce roughly
half of the nation’s domestically grown fresh produce. In addition, the Delta
is & key recreational destination and supports extensive infrastructure of
statewide importance.

WHY Is A CONSERVATION PLAN NEEDED IN THE DELTA?

The Delta remeins a center of controversy in a long-standing conflict over
how best to use and conserve its resources. Several fish species have
experienced the lowest population numbers in their recorded history;
levees, and the Delta infrastructure they protect, are at greater risk as lands
subside and sea level rises; water supplies are increasingly unreliable; in
2007 a federal court ordered a massive reduction in water supplies—up

to nearly one-third—ifrom the state’s two largest water delivery systems;
and mandatory water rationing is under discussion in much of the state.
The BDCP will address these issues by providing for an ecosystem-besed
approach that will help to restore fish and wildlife species in the Delta in a way
that also will provide for the protection and restoration of water supplies.

BENEFITS OF REGIONAL CONSERVATION PLANNING
Conservation plans:

b Allow covered activities to proceed with a comprehensive ecosystem-
focused approach that provides for the conservation of affected species
and habitats

¥ Eliminate more costly, often less effective piecemesal project-by-project,
species-by-species permitting

b Are prepared by participants proposing to undertake covered activities
on a voluntary basis, meaning participants are motivated and dedicated
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WHAT ACTIVITIES WiLL BE COVERED BY THE BDCP?

An objective of the BDCP is to obtain long-term (50-year) permits to operate water and energy projects, both
existing and new. BDCP Covered Activities are those that support water supply and power generation, such as water
conveyance and facilities maintenance and improvements, as well as any restoration efforts that impect threatened and
endangered species.

WHAT SPECIES WiLL BE ADDRESSED BY THE BDCP?

“Covered Species” identified in the BDCP are those that are endangered or threatened and whose conservation and
management will be provided by the plen. Initially, the BDCP will focus on the following aquatic species but also will
consider terrestrial (land-based) species in the future.

F Central Valley steethead

b Delta smelt b Green sturgeon
¥ Longfin smelt

¥ Winter-run Chinook salmon
» Spring-run Chinook salmon
» Fall-run and late fall-run Chinook salmon

P White sturgeon
¥ Sacramento splittail

MILESTONES REACHED TOo DATE

The BDCP Steering Committee was formed in mid-2006. Members of the Steering Committee signed a Planning
Agreement in late 20086 that established the Plan’s ecosystem restoration and water supply goal. Throughout 2007, the
Steering Committee evaluated different conceptual approaches to meeting this goal. Ten conservation strategies were
analyzed based on biological, planning, and other criteria, then narrowed to four conservation options.

aommitteepublish ent for Continuing into the Planning Process,” which

CP. The Steering Commitiee agreed the most.or

Strategy, including those that are likely to form the nucleus of the overall Conservation

rategy.

The Administrative Draft BDCP is expected to be available by mid-2009, and the Public Review Draft BDCP is expected

by the end of 2009, A draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/ES) on the BDCP will be
available for public review by the end of 2009. The BDCP Steering Committee anticipates that the BDCP will be approved,
and a permit decision will be made, by the end of 2010.
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